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Mr. Swenson has worked for CH2M Hill and Bechtel at the Hanford and Idaho National 
Laboratory Sites since 1997.  Ray was Of Counsel with Ballard Spahr LLC in Salt Lake City, 
representing Superfund site owners and cities negotiating the transfer of closing military bases in 
California, Utah and New York.   
 
Lt. Colonel Swenson served 20 years in the Air Force, including as Chief of Environmental Law 
for Strategic Air Command, and as Regional Counsel for the Western U.S. based in San 
Francisco.  He negotiated a dozen CERCLA Federal Facility Agreements with EPA and several 
states.  He has written articles on NEPA, CERCLA at Federal facilities, base closure 
environmental issues, 19th Century alternative dispute resolution, and pollution of outer space.   
 
Ray earned his JD at the University of Utah and an LLM in environmental law from George 
Washington University.  He has been adjunct faculty for the Air Force JAG School, UC 
Berkeley, St. Mary's College of California, University of Maryland, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 
University, Utah Valley University, and University of Idaho.  He has taught at over a hundred 
CLE courses throughout California, Washington, DC, and a dozen other states.  He is admitted in 
Utah, California and Washington State.   
 
 


