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SUBJ: A CERCLA Release of Tritium at the E-Area Slit Trenches, United States Department of 
Energy, Savannah River Site, Aiken, South Carolina 

Dear Mr. Allison: 

In March 2006 the United States Department of Energy O E )  provided the FY2005 Annual 
Review, E-Area Low-Level Waste Facility, Perfofmance Assessment and Composite Analysis to 
the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). The report describes the presence of 
tritium in the vadose zone beneath and adjacent to the Savannah River Site (SRS) E-Area slit 
trenches. After consultation with DOE and the South Carolina Department of Health and 
Environmental Control (SCDHEC), EPA has determix4 that the tritium in the vadose zone is a 
"release" of a hazardous substance under CERCLA Section 101(22), 42 U.S.C. Section 
960 1 (22), and 40 C.F.R § 300.5. Accordingly, EPA directs DOE to investigate the CERCLA 
release per the tern of 40 C.F.R 5 300.405 and Section X of the SRS Federal Facility 
Agreement. In addition, Section X of the FFA obligates DOE to notifjl EPA and SCDHEC 
within 15 days of its discovery of a release. Please note that EPA expects strict adherence to this 
requirement in the case of any future release. 

? appreciate the effort put forward by your staff in conducting cleanup at SRS. I expect that 
we will continue to work together to complete the cleanup at SRS in a manner that is efficient 
and cost cffcctivc while remaining protective of human health and the environment. 
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If you have my questions concerning this matter, please feel k to call me at (404) 562- 
8846 or Arthur Collins, Acting Federal Facilities Branch Chief, at (404) 562-9742. 

Sincerely, 

Franklin E. Hill, Acting D&I 
Superfund Division 

cc: Mr. Robert King, SCDHEC 
Mr. Keith Lindler, SCDHEC 
Mr. William Spader, DOE-SR 
Ms. Yvette Collazzo, DOE-SR 
Mr. Wade Whitaker, DOE-SR 
Ms. Helen Belencan, DOE-SR 
Ms. M. A. Flora, WSRC-SGCP (signed original, certified mail) 
Mr. Ben Gould, DOE-SR 


